MILITARY   REVOLT   OF   COMMUNIST   PARTY

coming. On the morning of the 5th, Major Ascanio, in
command of the Eighth Division, rebelled, and with the
forces which he held in reserve at El Pardo (twelve
kilometres from Madrid) began to advance against
the capital with tanks and artillery. Soldiers rebelled in
Alcala de Henares, where they were in garrison, and took
possession of this important town, as also of Torrejon de
Ardoz. There was a plan drawn up which consisted in
occupying Madrid, entering by the North and West. At
the same time the Communist Party distributed cleverly
written manifestos which made it appear that there was a
state of confusion and doubt in Madrid and in the Army.
This endangered the National Council of Defence. (The
Communists as usual used lies and calumny to achieve
their end.)

The advance of the Communist Units against Madrid
was carried out relatively easily, since the small forces
which I had under me just then (some 16,000 men) were
spread out over the huge area which they had to cover.
On the yth, the fighting was very severe. The officer in
command of the First Army Corps (Lt.-CoL Barcelo) who
had told me that he was "at my service," had been given
the position of "Commander of the Negrin Government's
Central Army," and naturally used all his reserves
including some units from the front line, which left the
front in some sectors at the mercy of the Nationalists.
Using these soldiers they cut me off the telephone, and I
was completely isolated for some hours.

That day the situation was extremely serious, since the
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